IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


JULIA EICKMEIER, 

Petitioner, 
vs. 

KEVIN KRAMER, 

Respondent. 


) 

) 

) CASE NO. 2014-0P-37 

) 

) 


ORIGINAL 


TRANSCRIPT of PROCEEDINGS had in the above-entitled 
cause on February 21, 2014, before MICHAEL C. JANSZ, 
Associate Circuit Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit, 

at the LaSalle County Courthouse, 119 W. Madison, Ottawa, 

II1inois. 




REPORTED BY: 

Paula D. Williams, CSR, RPR 
Official Court Reporter 
119 W. Madison Street 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350 
(815) 434-0400 
License No. 084-001279 


1 

PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR , RPR 








APPEARANCES: 


MS. JULIA EICKMEIER 
the Petitioner, 

Appeared pro se 


Arlington Kaufman McClintock Steele & Barrv 
Attorneys at Law y 

BY: MR. ROBERT STEELE 
160 Marquette St. 

LaSalle , IL 

On behalf of the Respondent. 



PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR, RPR 







1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


(The following proceedings were 
held in open court.) 

THE COURT; Let the record show this is Julia 
Eickmeier vs. Kevin Kramer. It's 2014-0P-37. This matter 

is before the Court today for a hearing on a Plenary Order 
Of Protection. 


Ma'am, would you please state your name for the 


record? 


MS. EICKMEIER: My name is Julia Eickmeier. 

THE COURT: Counsel, would you please identify 
yourself and your client for the record? 

MR. STEELE: Robert Steele for the Respondent, Kevin 

Kramer. 

THE COURT: All right. It was continued until today 
for the hearing. 

There was -- one of the issues was that 
Ms. Eickmeier wanted time to get additional counsel. Mr. 
Steele had made a request for an immediate hearing. 

I know that you were in Bureau County, at least 
you were supposed to be in Bureau County yesterday afternoon 
for a hearing on some issues involved in the case there. 

I m going to begin by asking you, ma'am, are 
you asking that this Order Of Protection be extended? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Urn, I just kind of would like to know 
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your take after you hear some things. 

I'm just kind of concerned that the judge went 
ahead and ordered visitation without hearing any testimony 
from either side. 

THE COURT: Okay. Well 1 p+ mp i a t „ 

y vve m , iei me, let me answer your 

inquiry this way. 

I don't know what Judge Hollerich did yesterday 
in Bureau County. I'm not, I don't have that information. 

I don't know what happened in court yesterday. 

I can't give advisory opinions about what I 
might or might not do. All I can do is hear evidence and 

decide what I will or won't do. And so if you wish to have 

a hearing on whether this Order Of Protection should be 
extended, then we'll probably have that hearing. 

It may not be this morning. It might be this 
afternoon. But we can have that hearing. 

If you don't want to extend the Order Of 
Protection because you have this other matter pending over 
in Bureau County, then that's up to you. 

But I can't give you any advanced notes as to 
how I view the case. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Uh-huh. 

THE COURT: I can't do that. That would violate my 
Code of Ethics to do so. 
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And so the question really is do you want to 
dismiss this Order Of Protection and just keep proceeding in 
Bureau, or do you want to have your hearing today? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Yeah. I mean, you know, I want for 
Kevin to be able to see Madeline. I want for her to be able 
to see her dad. But, I also want her to be safe. 

And due to the evidence, I think there might be 
some orders or some steps we can take to ensure that she 
really is safe. 

THE COURT: I guess my question is the same as it 

was, though. Do you want to have a hearing, or do you want 
to dismiss it? 


Because I can’t change what Judge Hollerich 


did. 


MS. EICKMEIER: Uh-huh. 

THE COURT: I don't even know what Judge Hollerich 
did. And so the only issue that I'm going to decide is 
whether or not Mr. Kramer violated the Domestic Violence 
Act; and whether you're able to prove it. 

The way this works is you have the obligation 
to put on evidence. You have the obligation to show that 
there was domestic violence as defined by the Act. 

Mr. Steele is then given the opportunity to put 
on evidence that he wants me to consider in whether the Act 
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was violated. 


At the end of the case, then I will decide 
whether or not you've met your requirements. 

Now, under the law, you have what's called a 
burden of proof. And the burden of proof means that there's 
a certain amount of evidence that you have to present to the 
Court in order to prevail. 

When we start a case, think about it in terms 
of the scales of justice. 

When we start a case, you and Mr. Kramer are 
not on equal footing. The scales are slightly in his favor 
because you have the burden of proof. 

As you put on evidence, the scales start to 
shift. Mr. Kramer then puts on his evidence. At the end of 
the case, the Court views the evidence. If it tilts in your 
favor, you win. If it tilts in his favor, he wins. 

And if it s completely level, if I don't know 
who to believe, or I don't know what happened, then I can't 
rule for you. Then he would prevail under those 
circumstances, because it's a tie. And the tie goes to the 
person who doesn't have the burden of proof. And so that's 
the way that American justice systems are set up. 

Because you have the burden of proof, you have 
to do more to start to shift the scales in your favor. 
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So, it's completely up to you as to whether you 
want to have a hearing or whether you don't want to have a 
hearing. 

MS. EICKMEIER: I would like to, yes. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

So then what we'll do is I will see what the 
rest of my morning -- I have got two prove-ups that I have 
to do. And they usually take ten or fifteen minutes each, 
which would put us close to 11:30, 20 to 12:00. 

I had a case that was set today for a contested 
hearing; but it was continued. So, I have my afternoon 
available to do this case. 

I don't know how long it will take. I don't 
think we will be able to get it done this morning unless 
these prove-ups go much quicker than I currently foresee. 

But we will have a hearing on it today, though. 

Okay? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

THE COURT: Just have a seat in the hall. I will 
have my bailiff let you know what's going on as we work 
through these next couple of cases. 

Thank you. 

(Whereupon a recess was had.) 

THE COURT: Let the record show that this is Julia 
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Eickmeier vs. Kevin Kramer, 2014-0P-47. 

Both parties are present. Mr. Steele is 
present. I just want to let you know that we are not going 
to get to it until 1:30. 

Obviously, I have been in court since the last 
time I saw you. We haven't gotten done a couple of things 
that I wanted to get done ahead of time. 

It's 10 to 12:00. I'm already going to keep my 
staff part way through lunch. So, if you could come back at 
1:30, I don't have any other matters set this afternoon. 

So, I should be able to start your hearing fairly close to 
1:30. Okay? 

I just wanted to let the two of you know so you 
can go to lunch. Okay? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

(Whereupon a recess was had.) 

THE COURT: Let the record show this is Julia 
Eickmeier vs. Kevin Kramer. It's 2014-OP-37. 

This matter is before the Court for a hearing 
on a Plenary Order Of Protection. 

First of all, thank you for your patience. I 
had an Emergency Order of Protection I had to do at 1:30 
which came in, and I had a wedding. So, it delayed me a 
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little bit. So, I do appreciate your patience. Ma'am, are 
you ready to proceed? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Yes. 

THE COURT: Counsel? 

MR. STEELE: Yes, Judge. 

THE COURT: Now, I explained to you a little bit this 
morning how it works. You have the burden of proof. You 
have to put on evidence to show that there was a violation 
of the Domestic Violence Act. 

So, do you intend to testify? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Yes, I intend to. 

THE COURT: Okay. The only other person in the 
courtroom, are they a witness? 

MS. EICKMEIER: No. 

THE COURT: Okay. Because, usually, I exclude 
witnesses so they can't hear what other people say. So, you 
are free to stay, ma'am, as long as you are not a witness. 

Ma'am, if you would come up here, please; and 
raise your right hand and be sworn in. 

(The witness was thereupon duly 
sworn.) 

MS. EICKMEIER: Do I need my evidence up here? 

THE COURT: I can't -- if you have things that you 
are going to want me to look at, it's more convenient for 
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you to bring it up and have it than to have to keep going 
back and forth. 

MS. JULIA EICKMEIER, 

having been previously sworn, upon oath testified as follows 
to wit: 

THE COURT: Ma'am, please state your name for the 

record. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Julia Eickmeier. 

THE COURT: Please tell me what it is that you want 
me to know. 

MS. EICKMEIER: All right. You know, four things. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. EICKMEIER: That I believe have gone against the 
Domestic Act. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. EICKMEIER: All right. The first thing goes back 
to last year. We'll start from the oldest date first. 

Madeline was five days old and we were -- me 
and Kevin were in the home. And he -- we were arguing about 

getting baby powder for Madeline. And he finally went to 
get some. 

He went to the store and got a bottle of baby 
powder. And when he came back, he carelessly, without 
having the interest of the child, threw the bottle across 
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the house. And it was two inches away from hitting the 
five-day old baby's head, which as a baby can be pretty 
severely damaging. 

MR. STEELE: Objection to conclusions, your Honor. 
THE COURT: I can draw my own conclusions as to how 

it would be if a baby was hit by a baby powder bottle. 

I'm going to overrule the objection. I’m not 
accepting that as expert opinion; but simply your opinion. 

Go ahead, ma'am. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. The second one was it was 
summer of last year. She was a little bit older, maybe a 
couple months, four, five months, and, or maybe like three 
or four or five months. I had her on the floor with me. 

She was laying by my side on the floor and Kevin was angry. 

He came in the door and took a handful of 
change out of his pocket and whipped it. He threw it at us 
and it left welts on my arm. And, luckily, it missed her. 

But it was still in her direction. It definitely put her in 
danger. 

The third one was the recent incident at my 
house in Mendota. This was January 24, 2014. 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, if I could, the Petition 
says January 23rd. I want to make sure we are talking about 
the same one in the Petition; or if this was something not 
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alleged previously. 

THE COURT: Actually, both dates are listed in the 
Petition. 

MR. STEELE: No. The other one is 2013. 

THE COURT: Oh, you're right. January 23rd or 24th? 
He is correct. Your Petition says January 23rd. 

MS. EICKMEIER: For this year? 

THE COURT: Whatever you are going to say now. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay, yeah. It might have been. 

THE COURT: The 23rd? 

MS. EICKMEIER: The police report, I think it says 
the 24th. I'm not sure. 

THE COURT: Just so that I think Mr. Steele's 
concern -- 

MS. EICKMEIER: It's the same incident. 

THE COURT: He wants to make sure we are all talking 
about the same thing. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

THE COURT: Go ahead, ma'am. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Kevin came to the house to visit 
Madeline and drop some things off. He was already angry. I 
asked him why. And he said he didn't know. 

And he was yelling at me and calling me a bad 
mom in front of Madeline when he got there because the house 
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was a little messy. And he was telling Madeline that I was 
scum; and that he wanted to run away with her and leave the 
state. So, that's one thing I'm worried about. 

And then he threatened to hit me, which happens 
like pretty much every time we are alone. 

MR. STEELE: Objection, your Honor. 

THE COURT: What's the basis of your objection? 

MR. STEELE: It's a general conclusion. It happens 
every time we are alone. 

I mean, if she wants to lay a foundation every 
time this supposedly happened, I would listen to her 
statement of actual occasion. But a general conclusion like 
that is not evidence. I can't cross-examine her. 

THE COURT: Okay. Well, on the one hand, Mr. Steele 
does have a point in that it's difficult for him to cross 
examine you to how often these incidents occur when you use 
the generic term every time we are together. 

But, one of those times was on the 
January 23rd, 24th date. I will allow your testimony to 
stand as to him making that claim he wanted to hit you. 

MS. EICKMEIER: I'm sorry. 

THE COURT: If you want to provide additional details 
as to other times he's done it, you're free to do so. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Right now before I continue; or can I 
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finish that statement? 


THE COURT; Whatever you want. You can put it in 
whatever order you want. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. The conclusion of the third 
statement is he was threatening to hit me and -- and then he 
was like telling me to pick things up around the house. And 
he was, he just was throwing small things at me, a pacifier. 
You know, nothing major. But it still, you know, it made me 
scared. It gave me that increase in heart rate. 

I had asked him to stop, you know, fighting 
with me and calling me names in front of her. I told him he 
was being reported so that he would stop. And he continued 
on to the point where he was threatening to hit me and 
throwing stuff at me. 

And Madeline was there in front of, you know, 
while this was happening. And, obviously, she didn't get 
hurt that day. But she was in the line of fire once again. 

And the fourth one is a couple days later he -- 

Oh, in addition to that -- I guess the fourth 
one I will make an addition to. 

I have police records here of me being afraid 
for my life due to multiple threats of Kevin threatening to 
murder me in descriptive detail. Such as him saying he 
wanted to cut my body -- 
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MR. STEELE: I'm going to object to any police 
reports being introduced, your Honor. 

MS. EICKMEIER: -- into pieces. 

THE COURT: Just a minute. Well, she's not 
introducing the reports. She's just telling me things. 

MR. STEELE: There's no foundation for what she's 
tel ling. 

THE COURT: Okay. I'm going to sustain the objection 
as to -- and I will just tell you in advance that police 
reports are hearsay: and they are not admissible. 

But, you can tell me what you allege Mr. Kramer 
did. But Mr. Steele is asking that dates and times, at 
least some date/time foundation is laid so he knows when you 
are referring to these statements being made. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. The first statement that I 
reported was in August, because he threatened to kill me in 
descriptive detai1. 

He said he wanted to cut my body up into tiny 
pieces and scatter them across my friend's house. And so I 
reported that to the police. 

But he had made threats previously, saying that 
he felt like murdering me. 

MR. STEELE: Objection to "previously", your Honor. 
There's no foundation to that. 
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THE COURT: I'm going to let her testify. It will go 
more to its weight than admissibility. 

Go ahead, ma'am. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. So I had told his mom, 
actually, about these things that he was threatening to kill 
me. And he was also talking in his sleep saying -- 

MR. STEELE: Objection. Again, no foundation. No 
relevance to what she may have told a third person. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Can you let me tell my story, please? 

THE COURT: No. Just a minute. 

The way it works is he has a right to object 
and then I rule. If he's correct, I'll sustain his 
objection. If he's wrong, I'll overrule it. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

THE COURT: You will get to tell your story as long 

as it meets the rules that are required for evidence. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

THE COURT: Even though you're not an attorney, the 
rules still apply the same as if you were. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Uh-huh. 

THE COURT: So, I'm going to overrule his objection. 
Just go ahead and tell me what it is you're saying. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. I'm explaining, in addition to 

his threats, why I became even more fearful for my life. 

| 
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THE COURT: Go ahead. 

MS. EICKMEIER: I explained to his mom these things; 
and she told me that she -- 

MR. STEELE: Objection to what a third person told 
her, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Sustained. You can't tell me what 
someone else said. That's hearsay. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. Well, I was informed that 
schizophrenia -- 

MR. STEELE: Objection to what she was informed -- 

MS. EICKMEIER: -- runs in his family. 

MR. STEELE: -- by a third person. It’s hearsay, 
your Honor. 

THE COURT: Just a minute. Sustain the objection. 

You are not allowed to testify to what a third 
party told you that isn't here in court. Because the reason 
for the rule is that Mr. Kramer and his attorney have no 
ability to cross examine that witness as to what you're 
saying they said. And so that's called hearsay. 

It's a statement made out of court that is used 
to prove the truth of the matter being asserted. 

So when you attempt to tell me what his mother 
said, since his mother is not here, they have no ability to 
cross examine her. And that's why that type of evidence is 
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not admissible. 


So even if you don't tell me who it was that 
says it, anyone who makes an out-of-court statement, I'm not 
allowed to hear it. It's hearsay. 

I will sustain the objection as to what other 
people told you. 

Go ahead and continue to tell me what you want 

me to know. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. So, in my opinion, threatening 
to kill someone might put you in the category of being -- 

MR. STEELE: Objection to what her opinion is, your 

Honor. 

MS. EICKMEIER: -- homicidal. 

THE COURT: Overruled. Wait. 

When Mr. Steele objects in the middle of you 
talking, you need to wait for me to rule before you keep 
talking. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

THE COURT: Overruled. Go ahead. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. Urn -- 

THE COURT: You said in my opinion when somebody -- 
finish that thought. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Threatens to kill somebody, or has 
thoughts of killing somebody, I think that’s defined as 
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homicidal thoughts of killing somebody. Okay? 

So, I feel that that's dangerous. And it 
definitely put me in fear for my life for a long time. 

I wasn t sure if he would really do something 
like that; and I, I've lost a lot of sleep. And, and I was 

like worried, you know, for my life and my safety and for my 
daughter's safety. 

And then recently he told me he was thinking 
about committing suicide because he wanted to be done with 
all the court stuff. 

MR. STEELE: Objection to foundation, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Overruled. Go ahead, ma'am. 

MS. EICKMEIER: And so, and he was saying he was 
wanting to take Madie and run away. 

And with his like aggressive, you know, 
behavior and possible, I don't know, maybe undiagnosed 
mental illness making him act this way. 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, I'm going to object at her 
lay opinion of diagnoses of mental illness. 

THE COURT: I'm going to let the answer stand. But 
obviously, ma'am, it's not going to get a lot of weight 
since it's not a medical opinion. It's just the opinion of 
a person who is not getting along with another person. 

But, I'm just going to let you keep going. Go 
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ahead. 


MS. EICKMEIER: So, I've just been, you know, unsure 
if my daughter is really safe with him. 

You know, if he is suicidal and homicidal, if 
he might try to kill him and her both or something. 

If he's not really -- because, to me, if 
someone has homicidal thoughts and suicidal thoughts, 
there's something not right there. 

THE COURT: Is there anything else, ma'am, that you 
want me to know? 

MS. EICKMEIER: I just have a lot of police reports, 
your Honor. 

THE COURT: Well, the proper way to do it is for you 
to mark them as an exhibit; offer them. 

Mr. Steele then has an opportunity to object if 
he wants; and then I will decide whether they are 
admi ssible. 

MS. EICKMEIER: So, show him? 

THE COURT: You would technically show him. But, 
first, they have to be marked as exhibits. Are they all 
separate? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Yes. 

THE COURT: How many are there? How many different 
reports are there? 
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MS. EICKMEIER: I have to count, your Honor. I'm 

sorry. 

THE COURT: That’s okay. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Some of these are just harassment 
from, like, his mom. 

THE COURT: Whatever police reports you want me to 
consider have to be marked as exhibits first; and then Mr. 
Steele has the opportunity to object to them. But, we have 
to do them one at a time. 

I m just trying to get an idea of how many 
there are. I'm waiting for you to get them all together. 

MS. EICKMEIER: This is one. 

THE COURT: Off the record. 

(Whereupon a discussion was held 
off the record. Petitioner's 
Exhibits 1 through 5 were marked.) 
THE COURT: While we were off the record, the witness 
handed my court reporter five different exhibits, which my 
court reporter marked as Petitioner's Exhibits 1 through 5. 

Mr. Steele has had a chance to look at a few of 
them while we were off the record. He's looking at the last 
few now. 

What we will do, ma'am, is you will get them 

back. 
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Mr. Steele has now had a chance to review them. 
And one by one, we'll identify what it is and if you ask me 
to look at it, that will give Mr. Steele the opportunity to 
object if he intends to object. 

So, what is the first exhibit you have? Is it 
a police report? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Yes. The first exhibit, your Honor, 
is a police report. 

THE COURT: And what's it dated? 

MS. EICKMEIER: The date is 6-10-2013. 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Steele, do you have any 
objection to Petitioner’s Exhibit 1? 

MR. STEELE: I do, your Honor. 

THE COURT: And your basis? 

MR. STEELE: It's hearsay. 

THE COURT: Sustained. A police report is just the 
same as a statement made by someone. 

It's an out-of-court statement intended to 
prove the truth of the matter asserted. It's hearsay. And 
so that document is not admissible. 

MS. EICKMEIER: So, none of these are? 

THE COURT: None of them will be; but I will allow 
you to oifer them one by one. But police reports are not 
admissible because they contain things that an officer said 
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and did; and the officers are not here to be examined by Mr. 
Steele. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Would we be able to schedule a case 
where I could have witnesses? 

THE COURT: That was what today was. 

MS. EICKMEIER: That was what today was? 

THE COURT: When Mr. Steele wanted to have his 
hearing last week, I granted the continuance over his 
objection until today to allow you to have an attorney. 

But I told you that we were going to do the 
hearing today, because I knew you had your Bureau County 
hearing yesterday. So, that's what today was for. 

MS. EICKMEIER: As of right now, I only have 
handwritten testimony. And I take it those are not 
admissible as well? 

THE COURT: That would be correct. 

In general, anything that does not permit Mr. 
Steele the opportunity to ask the people directly questions 
that you want to testify, would not be admissible. It's 
hearsay under the rules of law. 

And just so the record is clear, all five of 
your exhibits were police reports; right? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Correct. 

THE COURT: Okay. Ma'am, is there anything more you 
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want to tell me? 


MS. EICKMEIER: I just wrote a note. I mean, it 
might be too long for you to read. 

I don't know if that's even allowed. But it's 
just me saying that I just, you know, my first concern is 
Madeline's safety. And that's pretty much the gist of it. 

THE COURT: Is there anything else that you want me 
to know? 

MS. EICKMEIER: It's just hearsay whatever I have to 
say -- my experience, what happened. 

THE COURT: You are allowed to testify to what you 
want to testify to. If Mr. Steele has an objection, he'll 
make an objection. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Right. I wish I had my witness here, 
because he can testify to similar observations from working 
with Mr. Kramer. But, to me, he -- 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, I'm going to object what 
parties not present would say. I mean, she's not even 
testifying now. 

THE COURT: I'm not going to put any weight into that 
statement because that would be hearsay. 

But I just want you to tell me -- when I ask 
you if you have anything more you want me to know, I'm not 
suggesting you have to tell me more. I am simply giving you 

24 


PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR, RPR 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


every opportunity to hear your story. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Right. 

THE COURT: So, I'm going to overrule your objection; 
and I'm not going to consider that. 

MS. EICKMEIER: And sometimes we would have fights; 
and he would be abusive. But, I wouldn't report it to the 
police. 

MR. STEELE: Objection. Foundation, your Honor. 
Sometimes is not -- 

MS. EICKMEIER: Just because we were still working it 

out. 

MR. STEELE: It's not a basis for me to cross examine 
her on it. We need to have a time and place. 

THE COURT: I'm going to overrule the objection. 

Just tell me what you want me to know. 

MS. EICKMEIER: After Madeline was born and the times 
I still lived with him, urn, he was saying that he was like 
planning my death, and my death bed and stuff. 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, I'm going to object. 

MS. EICKMEIER: He told me that -- 

THE COURT: Wait. He's objecting again. 

MR. STEELE: No foundation, and this is clearly 
prej udicial. 

THE COURT: You know everything a petitioner says in 
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an OP is prejudicial against your client about. So, that 
doesn't really fly. 

But, she's pro se. She's not a lawyer. She's 
trying to tell me her story, which I'm interested in 
hearing. I'm going to overrule your objection. 

You can cross-examine her if you want to get 
the foundation if you feel you need to. But, I want her to 
get her story out so I can hear what she has to say. So, 
overruled. 

It s since the birth of the child; so we know 
it's within the last year. 

Go ahead, ma'am. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Urn, sometimes he would tell me these 
things in his sleep; and tell me that he was planning my 
death. 

And I would wake him up and tell him about it 
and he would tell me that spirits or mediums were channeling 
through him; making him say this stuff. 

So, and his mom told me that schizophrenia runs 
in the family. And she thought he might have it, because I 
told her about this. 

THE COURT: That's hearsay, ma'am. What the mom said 
I'm not going to consider. 

MS. EICKMEIER: So, he's just made lots of threats to 

26 


PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR, RPR 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


kill me and I just have been concerned. 

I m 1ike, I don t know, you know, if someone 
has like a mental problem. And because, like, he's 

threatened to kill me. He's actually threatened to kill me. 

Like, some people get killed and they have no 
warning. Like, I've had warning, you know. And I don't 

want anything to happen before it's too late; like something 
happens to Madeline. 

And, like, I've been trying to bring this to 
the police's attention and to the judge's attention that, 

like, you know, she might be in danger because of these 
reasons. 

And like I said, many cases, many murder cases 
of people just get killed and there's no warning; you know? 

And I feel like I have good enough reason or 
cause for the Court to order a mental evaluation on him, for 
him. I got one to prove I was not an endangerment to my 
child upon request. 

And, I mean, I m not the one threatening to 
kill anybody, or threatening to commit suicide, or saying 
that spirits are channeling through me. 

That's all I have to say. 

THE COURT: Thank you, ma’am. Cross. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 


BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. You said in August of last year is when Kevin 
said he's going to kill you? 

A. That's the first time that I reported it to the 

police. 

Q. And we were set to go to hearing in August of 
last year, were we not, in Bureau County? 

A. We were. 

Q. And you at that time tried to move Madeline 
from the State of Illinois, did you not, until you were 
stopped by a temporary restraining order? 

A. No, that's false. 

Q. You had plans to go live in the State of Ohio 
with a gentleman; did you not? 

A. No, that's false. 

Q. Were you in Ohio at that time? 

A. I did go visit a friend there for five days. 

Q. And you were restrained by court order then 
from taking her out of the State of Illinois? 

A. After I left. 

Q. Ma'am, you were restrained by court order, were 
you not, from taking her out of the State of Illinois? 

A. It was ordered after I had already been there 
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for three days. 

Q. So, you brought her back when you knew about 
the court order? 

A. Uh-huh. 

THE COURT: You have to wait for him to finish his 
question; okay? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Uh-huh. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. Then we were set to go to court in November of 
last year and you reported -- you had an attorney in 
November of last year? 

A. Urn, I do believe it was Mick Henneberry. 

Q. Mick Henneberry was your attorney. Did you 

tell Mick Henneberry that you were threatened by Kevin? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you ask him to bring an Order Of Protection 
on your behalf? 

A. Yes. I told him that I really felt like I 
needed it; and I was afraid for my safety. And he suggested 
against it four different times. 

Q. Okay. On the advice of your attorney, you did 
not do it then? 

A. He said it wouldn't help the courts, because 

the courts want what's in the best interest of Madeline. 
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And I really just am not trying to cause any problems, so I 
didn't do it those times. 

Q. Now, you indicated that at the request of an 
agency you have had a mental health examination? 

A. That's correct. 

Q- Was that the Department of Children 

Services? 

A. Yes, who requested it. 

Q. And you were investigated last year, were you 

not, by the Department of Children and Family Services? 

A. Correct. 

To see if you were a danger to your daughter, 

Made!ine? 

A. Correct. 

Q- That's because you went down to Peoria shortly 

before a court date last November, and tried to allege that 
Kevin was sexually abusing Madeline? 

A. That's incorrect. 

Q- Did you appear in Peoria November 10 , 2013 , at 

St. Francis? 

A- Yes. With my daughter. 

Q. With your daughter, and ask that she be 
examined? 

A. They wanted me to bring her. 
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they? 


Q. 


And they found no evidence of sexual abuse; did 


A. 

Well, not at the time. 

Q. 

And they did call the police, though; did they 

not? 


A. 

Because I told them that Kevin had threatened 


to murder me 


Q. 

They were also considered about your mental 

condition; 

were they not? 

A. 

I was there for -- I got there -- 

Q. 

Excuse me. 

A. 

-- at 8:00 o'clock. And it was 3:00 a.m. by 


the time they got there. So, I was really tired. 

Q- And they were concerned about your mental 
condition at that time; were they not? 


A. 

The police didn't know me. They were judging 

me because 

I was tired. 

Q. 

Okay. They said you looked like you were out 

of it? 


A. 

I was tired. 

Q. 

Okay. And you said at that point that you knew 


that Madeline was sexually abused because a spirit had come 
to you in the night and told you in a dream she was being 
sexually abused. Is that not correct? 
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A. No, that's not correct. 

Q. Okay. Let's find the statement you told them. 

A. I said along with her sexual abuse signs, not 

from a particular person. Just that she was showing signs. 

I had a dream about it, too. 

Q. And a spirit came to you in that dream? 

A. I explained the dream. 

Q. And a spirit in that dream told you that your 

daughter was being sexually abused. Is that what you told 
the police? 

A. I told maybe the nurse that I had a dream about 
it, too. I told her I'm a spiritual person; and sometimes I 
have prophetic dreams. I do look into my dreams. 

Q- That prophetic dream is when this spirit told 
you that your daughter was being sexually abused? 

A. Not necessarily. I have more like saw what was 
happening in my dream. 

Q. Okay. You told the nurse you had a dream that 
spirits came to you and informed you that your child was 

being abused. Is that what you told them on November 10, 
2013? 

A. No. 

Q. You did not say that? 


A. 


Huh-uh 
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THE COURT: Is that a no? 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

THE COURT: The reason I ask is that uh-huh and 
huh-uhs don't translate. 

THE WITNESS: I apologize. 

THE COURT: No, that's okay. They both have too many 

u's and h's; and I won't be able to figure out later if it's 
a yes or no. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. Okay. But you were talking about the dream. 

You weren't talking --is that what you told her was a 
dream? Maybe she interpreted this way? 

A. I don't remember who I was talking to. But, it 
is true that I also had a dream when she was gone that she 
was being sexually molested. 

Q. Did you also tell them that Kevin was a satanic 
worshiper who abused children? 

I told them that I was aware that he was into 
some satanic practices. And I was aware there was a thing 
called satanic ritual abuse, which I was afraid since my 
daughter was showing signs of sexual abuse, maybe -- I 
wasn t sure if there was some kind of connection. 

Q- You also tried to interfere with the care of 
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other infants on the floor and had to be restrained by a 
nurse? 

A. What? 

Q. Did you also try to intervene in the care of 

the other infants on the floor? And did you tell the nurses 

what they need to do regarding treatment? Did that happen 
that same night? 

A. I made some suggestions for a crying baby. 

I suggested maybe it had gas and that they 
could try to lift its knees to its tummy to relieve some gas 
because I'm a good mom and I studied, you know, care of 

children. And it made me sad to hear this baby crying when 
no one was helping it. 

Q. Okay. Are you on medication at this time? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you taking Xanax? 

A. No. 

Q. Was it prescribed for you? 

A. Recently, due to stress and panic attacks from 

being scared for my life and stuff. 

Q. It was prescribed to you last year; wasn't it? 

A. By my doctor when he was threatening to kill 

me, I was having panic attacks. 

Q. So that incident took place about five days 
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before we were scheduled to be in court in Bureau County; 
did it not? 

A. The doctors? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Could be. 

Q. And last week when we came to court, you came 
to court to get an Order Of Protection. That's also shortly 
before our court date in Bureau County, which was to take 
place yesterday; was it not? 

A. I can't help that when things happen; and I 

have to take action as a responsible mom. I can't control 
other people. 

Q. So, it's just a coincidence before we go to 
court is when you make accusations against Kevin that he's 
abusing you or the baby? 

A. That was not when I hadn't taken her to the 
doctors for the first time in regards to that. It's when I 
took her to a more professional, advanced diagnostic 
facility because I had some questions. 

And based on what I told them, they wanted me 
to bring her down right away. I took her two months before 
I took her there to Ottawa Regional for sexual abuse 
symptoms. 

Q. And you were told it was diaper rash; were you 
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not? 


A. They said it's hard to tell because it can look 
like that. But they called D.C.F.S. And I was aware also 
these sexual abuse symptoms did not start happening until 
Kevin started taking her to this babysitter, which he failed 
to interview appropriately. 

MR. KRAMER: That's not true. 

THE WITNESS: He did not give me her contact 
information. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. You took her to Perry Memorial and alleged 
sexual abuse, too; did you not? 

A. When she showed sexual abuse symptoms, that's 
correct. 

Q. And you were also told there it was diaper rash 
and you needed to clean your baby? 

A. It was a yeast infection, and that’s what they 

said. And that was after she was with her dad. I take very 

good care of Madie. 

Q. D.C.F.S. and the doctors have never found any 

reason to investigate Kevin regarding this sexual abuse that 

you're alleging? 

A. They are investigating the babysitter that he 
chose to take her to, based on the telephone conversation 
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that I had with her. 



She admitted to me that her dad set her up to 

the babysitting job and advertised for her. 

Q. 

You turned her in for running an 

uniicensed 

babysitting institution? 

THE 

COURT: Wait. Don't talk over each other. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. 

You turned her in for running an unlicensed 

babysitting 


A. 

That's correct. I am concerned for the safety 

of my child 

• 

Q. 

Ma am, that s the investigation you were 

talking about; is that right? 

A. 

No. There's a further investigation. 

Q. 

Now, when did this incident take place on 

January 23rd? What time was it? 

A. 

Urn, it was around 2:00 o'clock p.m. 

Q. 

Okay. 

A. 

It was actually January 24th. I apologize. 

Q. 

Well, your Petition says January 23rd. 

A. 

At the time, I guess I was unaware of the exact 

date. 


Q. 

That's when Kevin brought her back to you; did 


he not? 
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A. No. He came to visit. 

Q. Okay. On January 23rd he brought Madeline back 
to you; did he not? 

A- No. He did not have her. I had her. 

Q. January 23rd here's a text. Kevin, you want to 
set this up again for me? 

MR. KRAMER: Sorry. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. In which you asked Kevin to bring Madeline 

back? 

A. Which date? January 23rd? 

Q. Yes. 

MR. KRAMER: Okay, there you go. 

THE WITNESS: 2014? 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. 2014, yes. You bringing my baby back to me? 
11:00 o'clock in the morning? 

A. January 23rd? Hold on a second. Can I -- 
Q- It s two incidents. It's January 23rd, 10:37 
a.m. I can bring her back now. 11:00 o'clock you answered: 
You bringing my baby back to me? He answers: Yeah. 

A. Was that the same day that I asked you to bring 
groceries and stuff over? No? 

Q. You have to answer yourself, ma'am. 
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That's the day he brought her back, did he not, 
January 23rd, 2014? 

A. I just can't recall because he should not have 
had visitation those days. I don't know if he had her, if 
we agreed to something on our own time or something because 
he had off work. Because sometimes when he has free time, 
it's not always when visitation is scheduled. 

Q. January 23rd, 2014, he brought Madeline back to 
you; did he not? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q . Well, you got a text here. Can you explain it, 
other than: You bringing Madeline back to me? He says 
yeah. So, was that the date? 

A. Urn, hmm. I mean, I guess. You know, I guess, 
urn, that's what was going on around that time. 

Q. Okay. So that would mean when this incident 
took place, that's when he visited you in Mendota? 

A. No. I have recorded here that it was the 24th 
when he came. He did not bring Madeline back that day. I 
had her with me. 

He came over to visit for a little bit and 
brought -- very nicely, I commend him. He brought us 
diapers and some food. 

Q. That's what happened on the 24th? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. What time? 

A. 2 o'clock p.m. 

Q. Why were you texting him on January 24th at 
2:14 then, if he was at your house? 

A. Urn, well, I see here I complimented him. I 
said you're being a good apple hunter, which we used to have 
a picture in our house of people gathering apples. And it's 
like a compliment for providing. 

You know, it was kind of a like a cute joke; 
because he was out going from store to store getting what I 
asked to get him from Madeline. 

Q. So, on January 24th. 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele, you have got to let her 
finish her answer. You asked an open-ended question and 

she's answering it. It's going to be hard for my court 
reporter. 

MR. STEELE: My question is why was she texting him 
at 2:00 o'clock if she was -- 

THE COURT: She was explaining it. 

MR. STEELE: She went into some explanation about an 
apple picker. 

THE COURT: Which doesn't sound like it's detrimental 
to your client. But, I mean, go ahead. I just don't want 
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people talking over each other. 

MR. STEELE: I understand, your Honor. 

THE COURT: It makes it incredibly difficult. 

ahead. 


Go 


BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. So at -- does that help you refresh your 
recollection of when the date this took place was? 

A. The 24th, yeah. Definitely it happened that 

day. 

Q. It was the 24th? 

A. When he was at my house and he was threatening 
to hit me. 

Q. That was at 2:00 o'clock? 

A. It was an estimated time. I wrote the note and 
I said estimated time. 

Q. So, why are you texting him at 2:14 then? 

A. Like I said, estimated times. So, he probably 

came over around 2:30. Maybe it was 3:00. I thought it was 
2.00. But the police reports here say January 24, 2014, 

1502 hours. So, I'm not sure what time it is. 

Q. You re relying upon a police report and not 
your independent recollection? 

A. I called the police when he was still at my 
house. And they came like three minutes after he left. I 
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don't see wh> ie time is such a i 'eal . 

Q - 1 11 - 1t is important you are tel' the 
truth. On Jan ;~y 26th, you were a aid of him st'i 

A. C 'rect. 

Q. But you're texting him ...bout Madeline d ,ng 

yoga with you? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. You're still having normal relations? 

A- I m sharing the joys of, you know, our 
daughter. 

Q. On January 26th, you are also asking about some 
nice dresses Madeline can have? 


A. 

Uh-huh. 



Q. 

You asked to meet 

him on 

January 26th? 

A. 

Uh-huh. 



0 . 

On Route 80? 



A. 

Uh-huh. 



Q. 

And you asked him 

i f you 

want to go to 


Madeline's birthday with you -- 
A. Uh-huh. 

Q - "" on January 26th, two days later? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q- You ask him to meet at the mall on January 26th 

when you get done with this bridal shower? 
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A. Yeah, because we were going to get some stuff 

for Madeline. And when we meet in public places, we don't 
fight. 

Q. Okay. You informed him a number of times on 

January 26th, asking to meet you at Target and other places 
is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. January 28, 12:30 a.m , you wrote to him, and 
this is 12:30 In the morning: I would be able to fall 

asleep better if you were here. Is that right? 

. 

A. Yeah. I mean, even though things are bad, 

sometimes it's like, you know, you still think of those good 
times, you know. 

Q. Yeah. And you also wrote at the same time, we 
can do Kundalini yoga. 

At 12:37 a.m. on January 28th, you wrote: We 
can do Kundalini yoga; eat well; work together; if I had 
your support a little more. 

A. Yeah. I was trying to make it work. I want to 
make it work and trying to be nice. 

And every time, like, he says, oh, if you would 
just try to make it work. But then when I do, he's like, 
oh, that's not what I want. 

When the whole time he's like, you know, if you 
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could just compromise this and that. And when I finally am, 
he like turns into this like evil madman. 

Q. So you ask him to be patient with you, is that 
right? Same time? 

A. Yeah. Because he overreacts all the time. He 
will ask me a question and then does not give me time to 

answer. And then he will freak out and yell at me to answer 
it. 

Q. And you are also asking him for help for your 
rent; is that right? 

A. Can you help me for a month, at least. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q- So, you are constantly texting him; asking him 

for help and telling him about Madeline; asking to meet him 

in these four days after this alleged incident? 

A. Well, after this incident when it was his time 

to take her, I just allowed him to visit at my house. And I 
was really, I kept to myself the whole time and just let 
them -- because I didn't feel comfortable with him taking 
her if he was suicidal. 

But, I still want her to see her dad because 
she loves him. And she's really happy to spend time with 
her dad. 
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Q. January 30th, he texted you about a bruise on 
Madeline's leg; asking you what happened. So, he's 
concerned. And you write back nothing. 

February 4th at 7:53 a.m., that's the date you 
came to court for the Order Of Protection? 

THE COURT: No, February 7th. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q- February 4th, you asked him to come over for an 
hour or two to help with the music. 

A. Hmm. 

Q. February 4th, 7:53 in the morning, you asked 
him to come over to help you with music. 

A. Hmm. 

Q- Do you recall that? And he was too busy? 

A- Oh, oh, no, no, no, no, no. I did not ask him 

to come over for help with music. 

Q- Okay. Lets see. Let me read it to you. 

A. I invited him over. 

Q. Can you come over today for an hour or two, 
please, with music on top. What does that mean? 

A. Because he loves music. Say pretty please 

with -- what do the kids say? Cherries on top? 

Q- So, you are not too afraid of him; are you? 

A. Well, I can handle, I think, things with humor, 
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you know. I try to. He seems to have, um, a pretty serious 
angry bone in him, though. 

Q. Do you get angry at him if you think he's got a 
girlfriend? 

A - No - 1 get mad at him when he lies to me when 
he says that he has Madeline; and then I find out he's out 
partying when Madeline could be with me instead. 

If it's his visitation time, I feel like he 
should be spending time with Madeline, not being out 

partying with friends. I'm home. I could be caring for my 
daughter. 

Q- Okay. February 2nd, 6:00 o’clock in the 

morning, you're contacting him saying I know you have a girl 
over. That's why you're hanging up. 

So, were you trying to call him that morning at 
6:00 o'clock in the morning? 

A. Probably. 

Q. And you're accusing him of having a girl over? 

A. Because he kept picking up and hanging up the 

phone. I mean, he usually just doesn't do that. 

Q. Uh huh. So now you're angry about him having a 
girlfriend? 

A. I'm not angry. 

Q. He says you woke Madeline up. And you said 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


your girlfriend woke her up. Is that right? 

A. Probably. 

Yeah? 

That's what it says. 

Uh-huh. 

I'm just concerned if he's really there when 
Madeline is supposed to be over there. So, I wake up and 
I m like, I wonder how Madeline is, you know. 

Q. So, you call him and accuse him of having a 
girlfriend there? 

A' Well, I wasn't sure if he was even home since 
he wasn't answering. Usually, he answers and tells me if 
Madeline is okay. He -- 

Q. So, why did you come to court on February 7th? 
All these texts going back and forth like everything is 
normal. There’s no problems. Why on February 7th did you 
decide to go to court? 

Because I don't want to let him know that I am 
trying, out to get him, you know, that out to get him or 
anything like that. Because I don't want him to think that 
something is up and then, like, overreact or something. 

Q. Were you're asking him for money at the time? 

A. Sometimes. 

Q. During this time, right before you came to 
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court? 


A. In January, he gave me $50 a week. 

Q. Weren't you arguing at this time about money 

right before you to court? 

A. I was not arguing with him about money. 

Q. Did you ask him for money to help pay for your 

1awyer? 

A. No. I thought my lawyer was trying to get him 
to help pay for some of my bills for her. That's what I 
thought my lawyer told me; but I was not asking Kevin. 

Kevin told me my lawyer was asking for money 

from him because he works four jobs. And with his music 
job - - 

Q. Just wait a second. There's no question in 

front of you. 

February 5th at 2:30 in the afternoon, did you 
write to him: You ever think about us trying to be parents 
who live and work together again? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. On February 5th? 

THE COURT: I'm sorry. Was that yes? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. I apologize. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. Two days before you came to court. Is that 
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right? 


A. Uh-huh. Yes. Yes. I continuously tried to 
make it work. 


Q. And he turned you down; didn't he? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. And he asked you to stop harassing him and 
bringing stress into his life? 

A. I don’t remember why he said that. 

Q. On February 4th. 

Oh, that was the day that he told me he was 
thinking about killing himself. 

And if you look at those texts, I asked him, is 
it true that you're thinking about killing yourself. And he 
said, yes, you did. 

You said you make me feel that if I did that -- 
over text, this is what he said -- he said that I wouldn't 
care. 


Because he had first told me over the phone, 
and then I texted him about it, like, did you really say 
that? 

Q. Okay. 

A. And he admitted through text that he said that; 
and he thought that I wouldn’t care if he killed him. 

Q. Well, we have the text. I can read to you what 
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actual 1y was said. 

a. I have my phone, too. Can I get my phone out? 
THE COURT: Let Mr. Steele do his. 

THE WITNESS; Just so we are on the same page. I 
have all the texts. I've not edited it. My phone is - 

THE COURT: Let's deal with what he has right now. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q- Okay. On that date you said: You want off the 

merry-go-round. Why would you say you have to kill yourself 

to not deal with me? Have you been thinking about that 
1ately? 

A. Have you been thinking about that lately? 
Honestly, have you? 

Q- You are asking him if he's thinking about it? 

A. No, that's what he told me on the phone. 

Q- Well, why would you ask him if he was thinking 

about it? 

A. Are you actually thinking about killing 
yourself? 

Q. You're suggesting that to him; are you not? 

A- No. I'm asking him if he is really thinking 

about killing himself; so he can verify through text what I 
just heard on the phone. 

Q- And you said, he answers you: The way you act 
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towards me makes it seem like you wouldn't care if I die. 
You can have your way. I'm done fighting, he said to you. 

A - I said: Those are your choices and your 

feelings. 

He said: I give up. I am done. 

Q. He says that you inspire the responses you get 
from everyone in your life at any given time, and he's 

confused by your text. I am confused by what you had just 
texted me. 

A. Because I said a conversation consists of, you 
know, someone saying something and then someone responding. 
It's kind of like common sense, you know. Like in a 


conversation 

, people respond. 


Q. 

right? 

And you told him you're there for 

him; is that 

A. 

I am there for him? 


Q. 

There for him. 


A. 

Sure. 


Q. 

You say don't be so suicidal with 

all this talk 


I hear from you tonight. Is that when you are talking about 
suicide? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. He says staying away from me does not make me 
suicidal. It probably makes me smart. It doesn't sound 
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like he's considering suicide; does it? 

A. Who knows? 

Q. And he asked you to stop harassing him. He 

says: I want you to stop harassing me and bringing stress 
into my life. 

A. I said here, above that: Don't act like you 

don t matter when you do. You matter a lot to a lot of 

people. I'm worried about you. I think you need to see a 
therapist. 

Q. So, there's a lot going on between the two of 
you besides what you put down in your Petition. In fact, 
you wanted to get back together with him and live with him, 
did you not, at the very same time you were telling the 
Court that you were afraid of him? 

A. Not necessarily. 

Q. Well, that's what you said in your text, ma'am. 

A. Even just yesterday I suggested we work 

together, you know, communicate like mature adults. So we 
don't have all this, these problems in this court, finances 
and drama. 

Q. Right. 

A. It's unnecessary. 

Q. Right. In fact, you came up to him yesterday 

in court and started talking to him; did you not? 
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A. That's correct. About the case that we were 
there for to see if we could come to some kind of agreement 

I told him that if we could come to some kind 
of agreement, I would drop the Order of Protection if he 
would agree to communicate clearly with me. If W e could 

come to some kind of mature adult agreement, not these 
games. 

Q- What you told him is you would agree to drop 
the Order of Protection, if he would agree to drop his 
Petition for visitation; did you not? 

A. That's correct. 

Q- Okay. In fact, when we were in court 
yesterday, we spent about half an hour discussing a 
visitation schedule that did not involve an Order of 
Protection; did we not? 

A- Well, the judge didn't give us a chance to talk 
about the Order of Protection and the reasons why it was in 
place. He did not let either of us testify. 

Q- We spent, your lawyer and I and you and Kevin, 
spent about half an hour to forty-five minutes talking about 
a visitation schedule that did not involve an Order of 

Protection. In fact, it involved you dropping the Order of 
Protection; did it not? 

A- No, it didn't. 
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Q. And so your lawyer was not representing your 
position correctly? 

MR. STEELE: Can I see the Court file, your Honor? 

THE COURT: Yeah. It won't be in here. 

MR. STEELE: I'm looking for the Facebook. 

THE WITNESS: Judge, when I had an order for more 
visitation time, without even hearing any side of the 

testimony, which I think is completely unreasonable, since 
he can't even be present at the -- 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. Ma’am, the question I asked you was we spent 
half hour to forty-five minutes negotiating times for 
visitation. And your only complaint at that point was you 
wanted a shorter time on weekends than what Kevin wanted. 

A. No. My complaint is I want him to be present 
during visitation; or I want her to be with me. 

Q- You want him to be present with Madeline during 
visitations? 

That he s supposed to have visitation. It's 
his visitation with her. That means he should be visiting 
with her. Otherwise, he should not have visitation. And 

then she could come home with me if he's not going to be 
there. 


Q. 


So that was your only objection? 
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A. That's my only complaint. And that's why I 
said can we just agree to two days a week, more or less, 
based on whatever days you have free because he does work. 

I give him that. He works. And sometimes his 
schedule is different from day-to-day. Sometimes, Monday he 
may be booked. Maybe next Monday he is free. And so to say 
every week Monday is not legitimate; because he's not always 
free. But he can call me weekly and say I'm free this day, 
or I'm free this day, as long as there's clear, open airways 
and communication. I would be happy to have it work like 
that. 

Q. And you would be willing to meet with him? 

A. Yes. 

Q. For that purpose? 

A. If we could be mature about it. 

Q. And you would be willing to take Madeline away. 

And he could visit with her as long as he was with her all 
the time? 

A. But I don't think it’s actually him who is 
wanting the visitation. Obviously, his mom was in the court 
halls yesterday saying how her family wanted to see her. 

And that's why she wants Kevin to have more visitation time. 

And every time I tell Kevin I want her to come 
home if you are not there are, he says, well, my mom wants 
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to watch her. My mom wants to see her. 

I have a problem with that. Mary can see 

Madeline when she’s there to visit Kevin. But I’m not 

comfortable with Mary taking care of my child when she can 
be with me. 

Q- You have no objection to Kevin being with 
Made!ine? 

A ’ I don t think that's what is actually going on. 
I offered him that. 

the COURT: Let me stop everything for a second. 

This sounds an awful like discussions that were had 

yesterday on a custody case that Judge Hollerich has; and 
you don’t have your attorney here. 

I'm a little uncomfortable with having her talk 
about what she wants and doesn’t want in the context of a 
custody case when this is an O.P. 

You have made your point that they have things 
going on between them and there's issues. But for her 
protection, I just don’t think -- this sounds like a 

discussion about the temporary custody visitation that’s 
being done. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: And that’s not what this case is about. 

This is about domestic violence. So I’m a little 
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uncomfortable 


THE WITNESS: Yeah. I didn't get a chance to tell 
the judge about this. 

MR. STEELE: This Order of Protection actually is 
about custody and visitation. 

THE WITNESS: No, it’s not. 

THE COURT: Well, it may be. But if it is, I will 
find it by the evidence. I just don't want her to be asked 
questions about what she wants to do with the Bureau County 
case in this case. 

MR. STEELE: Okay. 

THE COURT: You can establish that she has motive. 

But I really don't think it's proper to get into the details 
of what she is looking to achieve in her Bureau County case. 

MR. STEELE. I also question why we need an Order of 
Protection. 

THE COURT: I know you do. I understand that. And 
you have put on evidence. You have put on texts and texts 
and texts about things. 

So, I just don't want her to be put on the spot 
to make agreements about what she wants in Bureau, when she 

is represented by counsel in that case and the attorney is 
not here. 

MR. STEELE: My intent is not to go into the details 
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Of negotiating; except to show that her concerns over there 
are different than in this court, obviously. 

THE COURT: I think you have established that. 

That's why I am suggesting we should move on. 

MR. STEELE: I will move on, your Honor. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q- And you were arguing with Kevin about needing 
more money, were you not, because you need to pay your 
1awyer? 

A- Well, I told him that, yes. I would like to be 
done with the court stuff because I'm a single mom. And I 
am, you know, Just trying to get by; you know, taking care 
of my baby. And all this court stuff is taking me away from 
my time to work. And he's not paying child support; and I 
have all these lawyer fees. So I asked him if he could 
still, you know, he can put money in my bank if he wants. 

Q- Okay. Immediately after you got the Order of 
Protection you went on Facebook, did you not, and posted 
this request for money? 

A. Yes. Because my lawyer told me that I was 
going to have to owe him five hundred more dollars. But, 
this was already on my Facebook three months prior. I have 
had my, I have a website on line that -- I mean, I have a 
business website that I sell stuff that I make on. 
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Q. Okay. 

A. And I advertise it. And I tell people if they 

could please help me pay for my child custody lawyer fees by 

ordering something off my website. And I simply just stated 
some of the facts of what was going on. And, once again, 
said if you guys could please support, you know, buy 
something from my website. 

Q. So you went on your website and said: I am 
writing this so all of you know I owe my lawyer $1,500. I 

have an Order of Protection as of yesterday for both Madie 
and I against her dad. 

A. You're spitting on me. 

Is that what it said? 

On me. 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


I'm sorry. Is that what it says? 
Yes. 


It's really important for my daughter's 
well-being that I come up with money to keep my lawyer going 
for me. Is that right? 


A. 

Keep reading 

I have nothing to hide 

Q. 

Is that what 

it says? 

A. 

Go ahead. I 

have nothing to hide. 

Q. 

Is that what 

you wrote? 

A. 

This is what 

I wrote. 
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1 

Q. 

And you wrote all the rest of this? 

2 

A. 

I wrote all this. 

3 

Q. 

So, you are using this to make money for you. 

4 

You are using this Order of Protection to make money for 

5 

your lawyer? 

6 

A. 

Because -- 

7 

Q. 

It speaks for itself. 

8 

A. 

Because of the Order of Protection raising new 

9 

fees, once 

again, I promoted what I was already doing 

10 

before; was trying to have people be aware of my business, 

11 

my shop online, so that way I can help pay for my lawyer's 

12 

fees. 


13 


I was like, hey, guys, I'm in need. I have 

14 

this shop once again, you know. How else am I going to pay 

15 

for it? 


16 


It's an issue. I don't have the money for 

17 

$1,500 all 

the time for lawyers. I'm a single mom. I'm not 

18 

getting child support. I'm going to court every single day. 

19 

This week, 

three days in a row, you know. I had cleaning 

20 

jobs that I 

cannot be present to do. 

21 


And this is costing gas, lawyer's fees, 

22 

babysitter. 

You know, it's like time and money that I don't 

23 

have. So, 

I'm just trying to advertise myself as an 

24 

entrepreneu 

r. Okay? Some way I know how to make money is 


, RPR 
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to put myself on the computer while I am at home with my 
baby taking care of her. 

MR. STEELE: That's all the questions I have of this 
witness, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Ma'am, is there anything more you want to 

say? 

MS. EICKMEIER: No. 

THE COURT: You may step down. Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 

MS. EICKMEIER: Thank you. 

THE COURT: You're welcome. Do you have any other 
witnesses, ma'am? 

MS. EICKMEIER: No, I don't, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele. 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, I'm going to move to dismiss 
the Order Of Protection. 

This witness has indicated on the stand that 
she has no problem with meeting Kevin unprotected at any 
time, as long as he meets with her demands regarding 
visitation and issues involved in a case in another county. 

She s also indicated that she's not concerned 
about Madeline's well-being when she’s with Kevin. She’s 
concerned about the fact Madeline may not be with Kevin; and 
other people are seeing Madeline rather than Kevin. 
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MS. EICKMEIER: No. Therefore, her well-being. 

THE COURT: Just a minute. Ma'am, you can't 
interrupt. 

MR. STEELE: She's -insisting that Kevin be with 
Madeline is what she's telling the Court. And then she 

comes in this court and says she wants to prevent Kevin from 
seeing Madeline. 

Those are inconsistent positions, your Honor. 
Those are inconsistent positions. 

It's very clear that this case is being used 
for exactly what the courts say it cannot be used for. That 
is to determine custody and visitation issues. 

It's particularly egregious when there is a 
case pending in another county; and the judge is familiar 

With all the details on this; that she poses a type of an 
end run. 

On the stand, she admits she does not need an 
Order of Protection against Kevin because she's willing to 
meet with him at any time without any protections. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Can I say something? 

MR. STEELE: There is no need for protection for 
Madeline because she wants him to spend more time with the 
child, without other people being present even. 

Her testimony belies a request for relief. At 


62 


PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR, RPR 








1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


this point it is futile to -- 

I think the Court does not need to go further 
in this matter given her own admissions up on the stand that 
this is clearly a fight other over things, other than either 
her safety or Madeline's well-being. 

THE COURT: Ma’am, what is it that you wanted to say? 

MS. EICKMEIER: I wanted to say that, you know, I 
wanted him to see her and spend time with her. 

This was before the incident where he had 
threatened to kill himself. I did not allow him to take her 
when he was supposed to have visitation to ensure Madeline's 
safety. Because someone who is threatening to kill someone 
and himself, poses to me, hey, Madeline is not safe with 

him. So, I decided to keep her with me and let him come 
over and visit. 

If there was another problem, I would have 
called the police. I am at that point where I have learned 
that I have to do that. Otherwise, it's just hearsay. Even 
police reports are hearsay. 

But, so, yeah. That was very recently, 

February 4th, when he told me he was thinking about 
committing suicide. And I told D.C.F.S. the next morning. 

I regret not calling the police; I really do. 

Which I did a couple days later, and I just let 
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them know. 


But the D.C.F.S. told me to bring it to the 
Court. To go to ADV SAS; try to get an Order of Protection. 
And they said it sounds like I'm very afraid of him. And 

that he needs a mental evaluation; and to see if the judge 
could order that. 

I would be more comfortable knowing that there 
really isn't something going on in his head that if he is a 
danger, you know, since he has this type of behavior. 

I would be way more comfortable if he had a 
mental evaluation, just like I did. It's only fair. 

THE COURT: Well, here's the way I view this. 

First of all, I have been presented with an 
abundance of evidence as to why your credibility is in 
question. 

But, on this kind of a motion, the concern I 
have is that there's a couple of things that have been 
un-refuted by testimony; which is that he made a threat to 
kill her; that he made a threat to remove the baby from her. 

And while the credibility has been attacked, 
those statements have not been specifically refuted. And so 
because those are serious allegations, I'm going to deny the 
motion because I frankly want to hear from Mr. Kramer with 
regard to those issues. 
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We don't need to go through all the text 
messages again. We don't need to go through Bureau County 
Court again. But she made specific allegations that he did 
things, and they have not yet been refuted. 

Her credibility has been affected. But those 
have not been refuted; and that's what I want to hear 
testimony on. 

And so I'm going to deny your motion at this 
point in time, so that Mr. Kramer can testify as to those 
two or three things that I have pointed out that are 
serious. 

So, sir, would you come up here, please, and 
raise your right hand and be sworn in. 

(The witness was thereupon duly 
sworn.) 

MR. KEVIN KRAMER, 

having been previously sworn, upon oath testified as follows 
to wi t: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. STEELE: 

Q- For the record, please state your name and 
address. 

A. Kevin Kramer. 1628 First Street, Peru, 

II1inois. 
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Q. And you're the Respondent in this matter? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you're the father of Madeline? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There was an exchange you had on or about 
February 4th with Julie, in which there was an argument -- 
part of which was on the phone, part of which was involved 
in text -- was that correct? Or was it all text? 

A. It was on the phone, too. 

Q. Okay. Can you tell the Court what happened on 
that day. 

A - Well, I was trying to teach music lessons, 
which is something that's very important to me. And Julie 
kept calling and calling me. I told her I was busy and to 
stop calling me. She kept calling me. 

And, finally, when I had a chance to talk to 
her, she was very argumentive and was not listening to what 
I had to say. So, urn, I hung up the phone. And she 
basically came up with something about me being suicidal. 

I made a comment. We were talking about the 

court case. 

Q. Was this by text or was this on the phone? 

A. This was on the phone. And I made a comment 

that I wanted to get off the merry-go-round, because it has 

66 


PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR, RPR 



been very much, very detrimental, I think, for me. Like 
having to cancel things, like music lessons and stuff, and 

timS See1nS my dau 9 hter. And Julia just hasn't been willing 
to agree to any type of compromise for a visitation 
schedule. 

Um, so I made a comment that I wanted to get 
off the merry-go-round. And she turned that into me saying 
that I wanted to kill myself. 

Q. What did you mean by the merry-go-round? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Am I allowed to object? 

THE COURT: Yeah. 

MS. EICKMEIER: I object. 

THE COURT: What's your basis? 

MS. EICKMEIER: My basis is that claim was false 
because I am willing to make -- 

THE COURT: Okay. It is not a proper legal objection 
to disagree with what someone says. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

the COURT: There has to be a legal basis. 

Otherwise, people on the other side -- 
MS. EICKMEIER: I apologize. 

THE COURT: And I will say that his alleged claim to 
commit suicide was not one of the things that I mentioned as 
an issue that I wanted to hear about. 
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Even if it was assumed true that he threatened 
to kill himself, I am not sure that would go to the Order of 
Protection. 

Mr. Steele, you may continue. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. So, by merry-go-round, you meant the court back 
and forth the two of you have been going through? 

A. Yeah. It's been very stressful, very hard to 
deal with. 

Q. And has Julia been trying to get back together 
with you as a couple? 

A. It seems like it. 

Q. And you have resisted her? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did you ever threaten to take Madeline and 
leave the State? 

A. No, not in any serious way. 

Q. Okay. Your business is here? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Your family is here? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you live here? 

A. Yeah. I really have no reason to leave the 

state. 
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Q- Okay. You have never threatened to take 

Madeline out of the State of Illinois to live somewhere el 
permanently? 

A. No. 

Q. You have never threatened to not allow her to 
see Madeline if you were given custody? 

A- No. I don't want to take Madeline away from 

her mom. 

Q. Okay. 

MS. EICKMEIER: I apologize that I don’t know the 
proper legal -- 

THE COURT: You want to object? 

MS. EICKMEIER: -- conduct. 

THE COURT: What's your objection? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Late objection. 

THE COURT: For what? 

MS. EICKMEIER: False testimony. 

THE COURT: Disagreeing with what he says is not a 
proper basis for a objection. 

MS. EICKMEIER: What is? 

THE COURT: Well, there's lots of legal bases. Just 
because you don't like what someone says doesn't mean you 
can object to it. That's why people disagree; and that's 
why judges have to make decisions. 
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MS. EICKMEIER: I apologize. 

THE COURT: Okay. Do you understand? 

MS. EICKMEIER: I completely understand. I should 
have a lawyer. 

THE COURT: That's up to you. But in 
ninety-nine percent of the cases, both sides disagree about 
what happened. So, if it was a proper legal basis to object 
because you disagree, cases would never end because you 
would object to every question. 

MS. EICKMEIER: I'm sorry. 

THE COURT: That's okay. Go ahead. 

MR. STEELE: 

Q. Directing your attention to an incident that 

took place on January 23rd, 2014, did you have Madeline that 
morning? 

A. Yeah. I returned Madeline to Julie's apartment 
in Mendota that morning. 

Q. What time was that? 

A. About 11:30 a.m. 

Q. There was a text there on your phone saying 
11:00 o'clock you're bringing the child back? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So when you walked into the home, what did you 

find? 


70 


PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR, RPR 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


A. Um, well, the first thing that really alarmed 

me was that I saw a blade for a blender sitting right on the 
ground by Madeline’s toys. 

Q. Was that a sharp blade? 

A. Yeah. 

MS. EICKMEIER: That's incorrect. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, a blade she used for a blender. 

THE COURT. Is it an objection for a reason other 
than you disagree? 

MS. EICKMEIER: No. 

THE COURT: Then it’s not a proper legal objection. 
Overruled. 

THE WITNESS: So, I walk in and I see this blender 
blade on the ground. And I was pretty upset by that, 
because it's right by Madeline's toys. 

Um, so that kind of set things off on a bad 
note for me; where I wasn't exactly feeling the most 
confident in how Julia was doing taking care of my daughter. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. What did you say at that time? 

A. I said why is this on the ground. 

Q. What did she respond? 

A. That she was going to pick it up. So, I just 

picked it up. 
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Q. What did you do with it when you picked it up? 

A. Put it out of Madeline's reach. 

Q. Okay. She said you threw a pacifier at her. 
What was that about? 

A. The pacifier was also sitting face down on the 
ground. And I don't think something that my daughter puts 
in her mouth should be sitting on the ground. So, I picked 
it up and I tossed it underhand to Julia. 

Q. What did you say? 

A. I said this shouldn't be on the ground. It 
should get cleaned. 

Q. Were you a little bit angry, though? 

A. Yeah. I was upset because it has been a 
stressful situation. 

Q. Did you threaten to kill her at that time? 

No. 

Did you threaten to harm her in any way? 

No. 

She said you said something to Madeline about 
what a bad mother she is. What were your words? 

A - I said I don't know how good of a job your mom 

is doing of taking care of you. 

Q. Madeline is how old? 

A. Thirteen months. 
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Q. And you realize that's not appropriate? 

A. Yeah. Yeah. I know I shouldn’t talk about the 

other parent in front of the child. 

Q. And did, later that evening did Julie text you? 
A. Yeah. 

Q. What did she text you? 

A. She asked me to come over. 

Q. Do you have that text with you? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Can you read it to the Court? 

THE COURT: Is it different than what I have already 

heard? 

MR. STEELE: Probably not, Judge. 

THE COURT: Then we don't need to hear it again. 

MR. STEELE: That's fine. 

THE COURT: You don't need to look for it, sir. I 
have already heard about the texts. 

THE WITNESS: I'm just trying to -- I had a drum 
lesson scheduled for 4 o clock today. So, I was trying tell 
the people I wouldn’t be able to make it to that. 

MS. EICKMEIER: It's incorrect. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. Have you struck -- well, never mind. I don't 
think there's any allegation of that. 
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A. She has struck me. 

THE COURT: There's no question pending, sir. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. Did you ever try to hit her with your car? 

A. No. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Am I allowed to counter question? 

THE COURT: You will get to ask him some questions. 
Yes, ma'am. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q. She alleges you threw baby powder at Madeline. 
What was that about? 

A. That story was exaggerated. Because what 

happened was I went to the store and bought the baby powder; 
and I walked home into the kitchen. Julia was also standing 
in the kitchen. I threw the baby powder to Julia 

underhanded. And she avoided catching it, so it went into 
the room where Madeline was at. 

Q- Did you have any intent to harm your child in 


any way? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

yeah. 

Q. 


No. 

You two have frequently argued in the past? 

I wouldn't say frequently; but we have argued, 

On such times have each of you said things that 
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perhaps you didn't mean? 


A. Yeah. 

Q. Has Julia said things to you that have been 
intemperate or out of anger? 

A. She has. 

Q. Okay. Have you said things to her out of anger 

or frustration that have not been appropriate? 

A. I have. 

Q. Now, she said that you have said you're going 

to try and kill her. Have you ever threatened to kill her? 

A. See, that was taken out of context. Because I 
did not say that in any type of threatening or serious way. 

I said it in a sarcastic and joking way. 

So, if it's taken out of context, I understand 
how it would be, seem like something that people would be 
alarmed about. But put in the context of the situation -- I 
mean, I was frustrated. And it was a poor way for me to 
express my frustration. It was a poor choice of words. 

But, I have no desire to kill anybody or anything. 

Q. Have you apologized for saying intemperate 

things to her? 

A. I have. 

Q. And you at this time have no intent to harm her 
or harm your child? 


75 


PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR, RPR 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


A. No. 

Q. And you have not done so? 

A. No. 

MR. STEELE: That's all the questions I have of this 
witness. 

THE COURT: Thank you, Counsel. 

Ma am, you may ask him some questions with 
regard to the questions Mr. Steele asked him. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MS. EICKMEIER: 

Q. You know what, in regards to the questions that 

your lawyer asked you, Julia stated that -- I stated, sorry. 
I'm pretending like I'm a lawyer -- that you tried to hit 
her with your car. Was that on the same day that you also 
threatened to murder her and chop her body into pieces? 

A. What you're claiming was the same day. 

Q. Julia claims that that same day you had came 
over to Fred's house where you threatened her at; and you 
were supposed to come over and help her move stuff around 
for the baby. And you had left. And she followed you 
outside; and you basically just drove your car right at her. 

A. (Witness nodded.) 

MR. STEELE: You have to answer yes or no, sir. 

THE WITNESS: No. That did not happen. 
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THE COURT: Do you have anymore questions? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Umm. 

THE COURT: I'm just asking because you put both your 
hands up in the air; and I didn't know what you meant. 

MS. EICKMEIER: It means I'm, I don't want to say 
anything I shouldn't say. 

Umm, personally, if someone threatens to kill 
me or drive their car at me -- 

THE COURT: Do you have any questions for this 
witness? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Urn -- oh, yes, I do. 

BY MS. EICKMEIER: 

Q. About the blender blade, did Julia not tell you 
that she was getting moved into her new apartment; and it 
was by the front door in a box and bag of stuff that she had 
not yet put away, not by Madeline’s toys? 

A. It fell on the ground; and it was on the ground 
by her toys. 

THE COURT: Any other questions, ma'am? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Urn, I don't know. 

THE COURT: No more questions? 

MS. EICKMEIER: I apologize. I'm thinking. 

THE COURT: That’s okay. You're allowed to do that. 

BY MS. EICKMEIER: 
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it true that after you and Julia had a phone 
conversation about you thinking about killing yourself as an 
answer, that the next day she did not allow you to take 
Madeline for regular visitations? 

A. I don't know. 

THE COURT: Do you have any more questions? I just 
can't read your body language. 

MS. EICKMEIER: It's just hard. It's like I’m a 
lawyer and I m me. So, I don't think I have anymore 
questions, your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Steele. 

MR. STEELE: Nothing further, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Sir, you may step down. 

(Witness excused.) 

THE COURT: Any other evidence, Counsel? 

MR. STEELE: No other evidence. 

THE COURT. Since you have the burden of proof, you 

get the opportunity to put on rebuttal to rebut anything he 
sai d. 

Do you wish to testify to any additional 
things, ma'am? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Yes. I guess. Just a few short 

things. 

THE COURT: All right. Come back up here. 
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MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

MS. JULIA EICKMEIER, 

having been previously sworn, upon oath testified as follows 
to wi t: 

THE COURT: You are still under oath. So, please 
tell me -- you can only rebut what Mr. Kramer said. This 
isn't a chance to start over and say all the things that you 
wanted to say before. So, please tell me what it is you 
want me to know in rebuttal. 

MS. EICKMEIER: In rebuttal? In rebuttal, about the 
blender blade -- 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. EICKMEIER: That can definitely be alarming. 

But, he overreacted because I am still bringing 
stuff from my father's house in boxes and bags. And it was 
sitting by the door by my chair right by where everything I 
bring in -- purses, coats, shoes, not by her toys. 

It was in a bag full of kitchen stuff that the 
bag was slightly opened; and I hadn't yet gotten to put it 
in the kitchen or whatever. 

I mean, I vacuum my house thoroughly; and he 
still finds staples in the, you know -- 

THE COURT: Okay. Okay. Let's -- 

MS. EICKMEIER: So, I don't leave sharp things out. 
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I vacuum everyday. My landlord will tell you he hears that 

thing going. It wakes him up sometimes. And so that's 
that. 

And the day that Kevin threatened to kill me, 
he came over to my friends to help. This is the love/hate 
relationship we have. He helps, and then he -- 

Just like the time he came to visit. You know, 
he helps. And then when he does help, he like freaks out 
and gets mad. He thinks he has some reason to like treat me 
bad because he helped or something. 

Well, the day he came over, I tried -- I got 
out of Kevin's house. We were fighting so bad. 

MR. STEELE: I'm not sure this is proper rebuttal. 
She's been through this already on direct. 

THE COURT: Well, I don't know. I don't want you to 
repeat it. But, he denied that he threatened to kill you. 
So, are you trying to rebut that statement? 

MS. EICKMEIER: He didn't deny it. He said that he 
did; but it was taken out of context. 

THE COURT: He said he made a statement that was 
taken out of context; but he never intended to kill you. Go 
ahead, ma'am. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Well, that day he came over and he 
told me how mad he was; and in more descriptive form, like I 
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said. 


And then he goes to leave, but he had a bunch 
of my and Madeline's stuff in his car. Then I go out and I 
tried to be like, hey, wait, aren't you going to help? And 
he just like floored his gas like in the car right towards 
me. And I am thinking this is like a horror movie, you 
know. Like, I really thought he was trying to kill me 
because he just -- 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, now this is totally new. 

This was never brought up either in pleadings or her direct 
examination. 

MS. EICKMEIER: It was written in the Order Of 
Protection. 

THE COURT: If she's talking about the car issue. 

MR. STEELE: I assume that was a different date. 

THE COURT: It could be. I don't know. 

MS. EICKMEIER: It's the same day. 

THE COURT: You actually brought that up in your -- 

MR. STEELE: Yeah. He denied it. 

THE COURT: That wasn't -- I don't remember seeing it 
anywhere. 

MR. STEELE: I thought it was on a different date. 
Maybe not. 

THE COURT: Go ahead, ma'am. Overruled. Go ahead, 
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ma am. 


MS. EICKMEIER: And he did say that he felt like 
taking Madeline and leaving the state. 

THE COURT: Go ahead, ma'am. 

MS. EICKMEIER: I don't know what else to say. I 
just think he's a loose cannon with an anger problem. And 
these constant threats of murdering me; and I just don't 
want that to happen. 

THE COURT: Okay. Anything else? 

MS. EICKMEIER: (Nodded head.) 

THE COURT: You have to answer out loud. 

MS. EICKMEIER: No. 

THE COURT: Counsel, you have anything? 

MR. STEELE: Nothing. 

THE COURT: Thank you, ma’am. You may step down. 

(Witness excused.) 

THE COURT: Ma'am, do you have any brief argument you 
want to make, other than what you have already said? 

MS. EICKMEIER: No, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele, any brief argument you want 
to make? 

MR. STEELE: I think I have made my argument already, 
your Honor. 

THE COURT: This matter is before the Court for a 
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hearing on a Plenary Order of Protection. The purpose of 
this hearing is to determine whether or not there's been any 
abuse as defined by the Domestic Violence Act. 

As I said at the beginning, the Petitioner has 
the burden of proof to show, to tip the scales in her favor. 

Frankly, after hearing all the evidence in this 
case, I don't find that there is any abuse that would 
warrant the issuance of a Order of Protection. And there's 
a number of reasons for that. 

First of all, there's been some serious 
questions raised as to credibility and motives as to why 
things are happening. 

And there is a lot of inconsistencies with the 
claim that you're afraid of him; when you're texting him and 
getting in touch with him right away. And that's 
inconsistent with someone who has a significant fear that 
something is going to happen. 

Secondly, the allegations have been denied with 
regard to the most serious parts of the Order Of Protection. 

Now, it's true that he did say that with regard 
to the threats, that they were misconstrued. But, I'm 
dealing here with two people who are younger, especially 

when you are my age, and that say things sometimes that they 
don't mean. 
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But not every idle word is abuse as defined 
under the Domestic Violence Act. And there was certainly 
testimony that there was no intention to carry that out. 

And I don t believe there's any intention to carry that out. 

And there was also some testimony that he 

apologized for it. That he didn't mean it. He said it and 
didn't mean it. 

But the bottom line from my perspective is that 
I'm not convinced by a preponderance of the evidence that 
there's been abuse. 

At best, I'm not sure what happened. And under 
those circumstances, when a Petitioner hasn't met their 
burden of proof, the Order Of Protection cannot be granted. 

And so for those reasons -- and I really 
considered all the evidence. But, I have lots of issues; 
especially when I evaluate credibility. And I am denying 
the request for the Plenary Order of Protection. 

Now, the two of you have a case right now 
pending in Bureau County. These issues can all be taken 
care of in Bureau County. That's really the more 
appropriate place for it. 

So, I'm going to enter an Order denying the 
Plenary Order Of Protection. And you will both get a copy. 
All right. Good luck. 
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MR. STEELE: Thank you, Judge. 


(Whereupon the proceedings 
were concluded.) 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

) 

COUNTY OF LASALLE ) 


I, Paula D. Williams, an Official Court Reporter 
in the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit of the State of Illinois, 
County of LaSalle, do hereby certify that I reported in 
machine shorthand the proceedings had in this cause; that I 
thereafter caused the foregoing to be transcribed into text, 
which I certify to be an accurate transcription of my 
shorthand notes of the proceedings in this cause had before 
MICHAEL C. JANSZ, judge of said court. 



Paula D. Williams, CSR, RPR 
Official Court Reporter 


Dated this 11th day 
of September, 2016. 

86 


PAULA D. WILLIAMS, CSR, RPR 









